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Editorial

Joint Arab Thinking and Planning to Confront Israel
English Abstract

Arab action towards the Arab-Israeli conflict passed through stages
from 1947 to 1973. It was characterized by a joint effort in thinking,
planning, and field, and at the diplomatic, political, security, and
military levels, which made the Palestinian cause and confronting the
Israeli aggression and occupation the major Arab cause.

However, since Egypt unilaterally signed the Camp David Treaty
with Israel in 1978, the elimination of the Palestinian revolutionary
forces in Lebanon in 1982, then through the 1993 Oslo Agreement and
the Wadi Araba Treaty in 1994, and until today, joint Arab action and
joint planning to confront Israel and its aggression have declined. The
exceptional cases were the liberation of the occupied southern Lebanon
territories by Lebanese resistance in 2000 and the Palestinian
resistance's success in forcing the Israeli Army to redeploy out of the
Gaza Strip in 2005.
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Joint Arab action in 2002 took a new political and diplomatic path
through the so-called "Arab Peace Initiative” as an alternative to
confronting Israel on the ground. On the other hand, Arab diplomatic
efforts in the United Nations institutions remained almost coordinated
and joint, despite their weakness in having a substantial impact on the
Israeli occupation of Palestine and other Arab lands.

On the intellectual and cultural level, no comprehensive strategic
document has been presented that charts a broad path for decision-
makers, the ruling Arab political elites, and the leaders of the main
popular forces to be the basis for joint Arab planning and action to deal
with the Arab-Israeli conflict and to confront Israel and stop its
expansion projects and policies.

With the echoes of this decline in joint Arab action, about 200
researchers, experts, politicians, thinkers, and Arab public opinion
leaders were able to come up with the features of a new Arab strategy
to deal with the Arab-Israeli conflict. It is designed to help political
leaders to make strategies, policies, and methodological decisions that
are applicable to achieve the interests of the Arabs and Palestinians
es[especially in ending the Israeli occupation. The Palestinian people
are still fighting for their freedom and rights in their land, and they are
in conflict with Israel. As such, the proposed strategy and the
continuous conflict on the ground open the door for the Arabs to think
and plan jointly. However, it requires studying and adopting the
proposed document and transforming it into work programs for the
Arab official bodies and stakeholders individually and collectively
within its jurisdiction.
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The Jordanian Role in the Palestinian Cause, and in the
Protection of Sanctities

Dr. Amin Al-Mashagbeh

ABSTRACT
The Palestinian issue is the core of the conflict in the Middle East, and
it represents an Arab national security issue because of its linkages to many
accumulated crises in the region. This issue has taken more complex paths
in light of rapid and compassionate regional and international changes. The
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Palestinian cause is the central issue for Jordan and is considered a priority
in Jordanian foreign policy. The positions of the Hashemite kingdom were
the best evidence that the Palestinian issue is the focus of Jordanian foreign
policy attention. Since King Abdullah 11 assumed his constitutional powers,
the Jordanian position has remained clear and firm towards the necessity of
resolving the Arab-Israeli conflict and meeting the aspirations of the
Palestinian people.

The starting points to understand the Jordanian policy towards the
Palestinian cause include the importance of the political, legal, and
administrative role in protecting the holy sites, the tools of the Jordanian
role in the Palestinian cause and its effectiveness, the Israeli positions on the
Jordanian role in the Palestinian cause, and the Jordanian position on the
Deal of the Century.

The study concludes that Jordan adheres to firm and consistent
positions on the Palestinian cause and that Palestine, in general, and
Jerusalem in particular, has unique concerns for the Hashemite Kingdom.
The study also concludes that the current reality indicates that Israel places
tremendous obstacles in the way of the peace process and that the Israeli
government has dropped the principle of the Two-State solution from its
agenda. Instead, it adopted the implementation of Jewish settlement policies
in the occupied land in 1967. The study also concludes that Jordan has
rejected the Deal of the Century and is still rejecting it. This official
rejection is consistent with the widespread rejection of political parties,
political forces, Syndicate unions, and Jordanian civil society institutions.
Therefore, Jordan is to play a more effective role at various levels, both
internally and externally, to mobilize support for the Palestinian struggle
and legitimate rights. Moreover, Jordan has to gain international support for
its positions on the Palestinian cause in rejecting any solutions at its
expense, or the expense of Palestinian rights.

Keywords: The Palestinian cause, Islamic sanctities, Jerusalem, Hashemite
guardianship, the Deal of the Century, the Arab-Israeli conflict,
Palestinian struggle, Palestinian rights.
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Building the Arab Identity and the Role of Youth
A Socio-Civilizational Approach

Dr. Farouk Tayfour

ABSTRACT
The issue of identity is one of the most prominent issues raised in the
history of political and social thought of nations. It is almost an essential
aggravation of the general situation in the event of transition from one stage
to another, and it is the cornerstone of the independence and sovereignty of
any nation seeking progress and emancipation.
This study examined the possibility of rebuilding the Arab identity on a

KT S WU IPPLIPRE R WESRA P (P



Ol 19 gl (101) st —ada gl §,a Oluwlys alme 30

youth base aware of the renewed intellectual and cultural transformations
aimed at formulating identities that respond to globalization, domination,
and annexation schemes. The academic study targets the components and
characteristics of Arab-Islamic identity.

According to a methodology that combines an interactive contextual
civilizational perspective, a descriptive approach, and a case study. The
research re-examined the concepts related to identity, the causes of its crisis,
and the danger of the youth stage in contrast to the new media attacks.

The aim of the study is to propose a socio-civilizational approach to
how young people can contribute to protecting the elements of Arab identity
and the positive and effective impact on the surrounding environment.

The study concluded with a practical approach bridged by cultural,
political, economic, and media levels and aspects and recommended the
need for state institutions and civil society to embrace this approach and
turn it into programs and policies.

Keywords: Arab identity, identity building, youth, new media, modern

patriotism.
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The security and political dimensions of Egypt's relationship
with the Gaza Strip (2006-2022)
Dr. Hisham Saleem Al Meghari
ABSTRACT

This study investigates the security and political dimensions of the
relationship between Egypt and the Gaza Strip. In addition, it analyses the
economic and social impacts of this relationship under Hamas rule. It uses
three approaches to meet its goal: descriptive, comparative, and historical.

The study consists of seven sections: legislative elections, ending the
division, prisoner swap, border tunnels, attacking border, Rafah crossing,
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and Israeli aggression. The study concluded several results, including that
Egypt established its relations with Hamas on a de facto basis. However,
these relations were limited to the security framework, considering Hamas's
control over the Gaza Strip. In addition, Egypt has also proven its ability to
play an essential role in mediating between Israel and Hamas to conclude a
prisoner exchange deal and reach a truce after the rounds of Israeli
aggression on Gaza. Finally, Egypt's behavior ignored the resistance's
smuggling of weapons and goods through the tunnels during the intensified
blockade on Gaza.
Keywords: Egypt, Hamas, Gaza Strip, Palestinian elections, Rafah
crossing, border tunnels, aggression against Gaza,
Palestinian division, prisoner exchange, truce.
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The Expected Role and Challenges

Dr. Talal Atrissi
ABSTRACT

In the last few decades, the interest in research centers occupied a
significant position in the academic, social, cultural, and developmental circles
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in most of the states of the world’s states, including our Arab and Islamic states.
Moreover, many political, social and cultural changes have contributed to the
founding of research centers, enhancing their role and the needs.

The critical issue that needs to be discussed in our Arab and Islamic
countries, in particular, is the role the research centers should play in the project
of revival and progress; that is, how do the research centers contribute to
achieving the Arab project or to anticipating the challenges and threats that face
the societies where the research center belongs.

The Arab research centers were not able to carry out their two main tasks:
to respond to the social, epistemological, cultural, and economic
transformations in the Arab societies and provide the decision makers with the
visions and perceptions to guide them so as to accomplish development, and
political and economic independence.

The Arab research centers are suffering of several crises, the most
important of which are funding, independency. Coordination among
themselves and the lack of adequate serious treatment with them by the
decision makers. The other dimension of these crises is epistemological and it
Is embodied in the hegemony of western methodology and thinking in human
and social sciences in the Arab universities. This means that the responsibility
of activating the role of these centers lies, on the one hand, on the decision
makers, through their understanding of their importance, supporting and
funding them. It is also, on the other hand, the responsibility of the researchers
themselves, who should present the “original” researches and visions that
conform with the priorities and the needs of their societies to accomplish
their revival and independence.

Keywords: research centers, studies, funding, scientific research, decision
makers, renaissance, civilization.
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A New Arab Strategy concerning the Arab-Israeli
Conflict 2022-2030

Middle East Studies Center (MESC)

ABSTRACT
The Arab-Israeli conflict and the Palestinian cause during the past
decade (2011-2021) witnessed many new transformations and challenges.
Changes showed some variant Arab visions regarding the perception of the
Palestinian cause and its position on the priority of some Arab governments.
On the other hand, the Palestinian issue has maintained its presence at
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the international level diplomatically and in the media. As a result, clear
Palestinian, Arab, and international positions have emerged, rejecting the
united State's policies that are biased toward Israel at several stations during
the last decade, such as in the deal of the century, the annexation plan, and
the American recognition of Jerusalem as the unified capital of Israel .

Arab-Israeli conflict showed many significant developments, including
the increasing and growing capabilities of the Palestinian resistance forces,
the unity broad of the Palestinian people and political parties' position, and
the firmness of their will in the face of Israeli aggression and occupation.

Based on the transformations and developments with its strategic
dimensions, the Middle East Studies center Published a new Arab strategy
to deal with the Arab-Israeli conflict. It is also based on the analysis of the
strategic environment of the conflict and its possible trends until 2030.

The proposed strategy considers a realistic vision and approach to
dealing with the future of the Arab-Israeli conflict. Its main components
include confronting, containing, and limiting the Israeli expansion project
and reducing its risks to the Palestinian cause, Arab national security, and
the higher interests of the Arabs .

This strategy has crystalized in light of the obstruction of the
Palestinian political settlement horizon for the Palestinian cause, the
absence of a Palestinian comprehensive national project, and the resumption
of Arab normalization trends. It also considered the multiplicity of
overlapping regional crises and the international orientation toward
containing the region's problems with the intent of calming without
necessarily solving them, including the Palestinian cause.

The strategy looks forward to investing potentials and capabilities at
various levels, such as the justice of the Palestinian cause, and the
possession of Arab countries in general, and the countries of the Ring in
particular, with excellent regular military capabilities, with superiority in
number over the Israeli army, in addition to the Palestinian and Lebanese
armed popular resistance, and Arab and Islamic widespread and
international sympathy with the Palestinian cause.

On the other hand, the strategy focuses on addressing and overcoming
weaknesses, such as the dependence of the Palestinian economy on Israel,
the increasing need of the Palestinian people for foreign aid, and its political
exploitation to put pressure on the Palestinian position. It also considered
the continued commitment of Jordan and Egypt to the entitlements of peace
treaties with Israel regardless of its grave violations of these treaties and
Palestinian rights.

These weaknesses also include the continued adherence of the official
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Arabs to political settlement negotiations as the only strategic option in
managing the relationship with Israel. Moreover, the strategy addresses the
decline in the role and effectiveness of joint Arab action institutions toward
the Palestinian cause.

The suggested strategy has set operational objectives at the near and
medium levels, represented by ending the Palestinian division, reproducing a
Palestinian national project, supporting, reviving, and activating the option of
resistance as a legitimate right. It also suggests mobilizing Arab peoples and
making them aware of the dangers and hostility of Israel, stopping and ending the
Arab-Israeli normalization paths. In addition to obstructing Israel from
influencing Arab and Palestinian relations at any level. Furthermore,
consolidating and strengthening the regional and international gains of the
Palestinian cause.

At the Palestinian level, the strategy addresses all concerned geography of
the conflict to reach its goals of ending the Israeli occupation, including the
occupied lands in 1967 (West Bank & Gaza Strip), the Palestinian Arab society
under the Israeli State since 1948, and the diaspora of Palestinian refugees.

Accordingly, they must implement the strategy regarding their capabilities,
chances, and constraints. Such performances include popular civil resistance
against Israel at all levels, armed resistance against Israeli terror and military
aggressions, activating political, legal, and human rights institutions against
Israel, and creating international public opinion worldwide against Israeli
occupation and its violations of the Palestinian people’s rights.

At the Jordanian level, it calls upon strengthening the equation of deterrence
and adjusting the balance of power with Israel in favor of Jordan, a
comprehensive re-evaluation of Jordan's policy towards Israel and the Palestinian
cause. It also affirmed the continuation of active policies and diplomacy in
condemning Israel internationally and looking into alternatives to Jordan's
political re-positioning at the Arab, regional and international levels.

At the Arab level, the strategy affirms reproducing an integrating Arab
project that guarantees the realization of Arab interests, reconsidering the
"Arab Peace Initiative" with Israel, and launching a global Arab initiative to
face Israel with its violations of international treaties and human rights. This
approach aims at personalities who oppose Israel and its occupation of
Palestine as an alternative to the Arab initiative, support efforts to pursue
Israeli war criminals internationally, isolate Israel politically at the
international level, and support all forms of Palestinian resistance against
Israeli occupation and terror.

Keywords: Arab strategy, Arab-Israeli conflict, Arab national security,

Deal of the Century, annexation plan, recognition of Jerusalem.
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An Overview of the 100 Issues of the Middle Eastern
Studies Journal, MESJ

Dr. Ali Mahafza

ABSTRACT
Since its establishment in the Jordanian capital in 1991, the "Middle
East Studies Center"(MESC) has been keen to achieve its political, cultural,
scientific, and media goals. The center's Journal, the "Middle Eastern
Studies journal*(MESJ), is essential to achieving these goals. It was
published for the first time in 1996. MESJ is the first Journal in the
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan as a specialized refereed publication. The
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Journal is concerned with studies, analyses, and reviews related to the
dynamic transformations in the Middle East and its future. In addition, the
global changes related to the Middle East are under publication interest.

This report overviewed the academic materials issued in the Journal
and analyzed its content in the series of issues of the Journal; the 100th was
published at the beginning of July 2022.

The report concluded that the topics of the hundred numbers are divided
into seven main axes: Jordanian issues and affairs by 11%, the Palestinian
cause by 26%, Arab matters, experiences, and relations by 25%, international
issues, positions, and concerns by 10%, regional issues, events and concerns by
6%, Israeli and Zionist events and affairs by 5%, and books and university
theses and dissertations for review and bibliography files by 17%.

The report recommends that the Journal is in the libraries of Jordanian
and Arab official and private universities because it contains research
papers, scientific studies, and political, economic, social, and cultural
analyses that teachers, students, researchers, and readers have to know.

Keywords: refereed journals, Middle Eastern studies journal, Middle
East, research centers, journals and libraries, scientific research, studies,
bibliography, Jordan, Palestine, and Israel.
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Academic Seminar
“The Relationship between Jordan and Hamas and
Future Directions”

Mr. Musa Solaiman

ABSTRACT
The seminar was held in Amman at the end of August 2022. It is
entitled “The Relationship between Jordan and Hamas and Future
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Directions,” with the participation of distinguished political, strategic, and
academic figures, MPs, and former ministers.

The participants discussed the transformations in the region and future
directions in light of the current changes, such as the end of the idea of a
two-state solution to the Arab-Israeli conflict, the emergence of active
Palestinian resistance forces, the growth of the extremist right forces inside
Israel, and developments in the geopolitical reality related to the Jordanian
role towards the Palestinian cause and its relations with Palestinian actors.

The participants unanimously agreed on the importance of Jordan
maintaining its relations with all Palestinian parties, while their opinions
differed on the shape and future of the relationship with Hamas specifically.
Some participants saw the importance of preserving the current
communication channels with the Movement without developing them to a
higher level to avoid supposed regional and international pressures. Others
called for developing and expanding the relationship to take a strategic
character that guarantees more comprehensive roles for Jordan in the
Palestinian cause, stressing that the pressure issue is exaggerated as the US
President called on Jordan twice to contact Hamas in 2021 for a truce
agreement.

The participants also reviewed the determinants of developing Jordan’s
relationship with Hamas. They called on the government to adopt the
principle of political realism and the crystallization of a new form of the
relationship that serves Jordanian interests to prevent future solutions to the
Palestinian cause at Jordan’s expense. While simultaneously enhancing the
Jordanian regional role, expanding the Jordanian options, and increasing the
weight of its political and strategic cards affecting the Palestinian issue.

Keywords: Jordan, Hamas, Jordanian interests, the Palestinian cause.
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Executive Summary of the Report:
“The Tunisian crisis and the exit path

2021-2022”
Arab Crises Team- ACT

The complex Tunisian crisis in the year 2021 surprised the
Arab political environment - as the case of Tunisia was a
transitional democratic, pluralistic experience as an outgrowth of
the Arab Spring - after Tunisian President Kais Saied declared
the exceptional state in the country (emergency), announced the
immediate freezing of Parliament and issued presidential other
decrees.



Syl g CY LY (101) saatt —ddawgi @yd Olulys dme 146

It resulted in the dissolution of Parliament and the Supreme
Judicial Council and the dissolution of the Independent Elections
Committee. Moreover, he suspended the Constitution, where a
new constitution was formed by him and submitted to a popular
referendum despite the majority's opposition to Tunisian political
parties.

Then, an amended election law was also issued by a
presidential decree, which banned the political parties' electoral
lists; only the individual nomination was approved, which was
considered an indication of a new decline in the democratic
environment and its international standards.

This report, by the Arab Crises Team - ACT, discusses the
Tunisian crisis after this exceptional state declared in the
accumulated, overlapping, and complex Tunisian economic,
social and political fields, which led the state to a form of
institutional disruption and paralysis at the official, popular,
partisan, and civil society levels.

The President's adoption of these exceptional measures was
preceded by a bitter dispute between the President and
Parliament on the one hand and between him and the government
on the other, not to mention his differences with many political
parties represented in Parliament. Such behavior established a
fragile political environment in Tunisia. Moreover, according to
various constitutional experts, instead of patronizing national
dialogue to consolidate the system and society, the President
invested in justifying his exceptional measures that were not
abiding by the provisions of the current Constitution, in addition
to widespread criticism from Tunisian parties.

Despite the passage of the period announced by the President
for declaring the exceptional state for thirty days, he continued to
extend it and then told that it was according to a program he had
drawn up ending on 12/17/2022, that is, nearly a year and a half
after declaring the exceptional state. Moreover, he didn't refer to
legislative or judicial authority under Constitution provisions
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during this period. As a result, the President could not agree with
political leaders, national elites, and the Labor Union on how to
manage the situation, even after he single-handedly set its
timetable.

President Kais Saied ran the country with its full powers
unilaterally, which raised questions and fears among Tunisians
about Tunisia's return to absolute autocracy, which it suffered
from since independence until the outbreak of the Arab Spring in
2011 that overthrew President Ben Ali. Tunisian peoples' fears
pose many political, security, economic and social problems. It is
also considered a retreat in the directions of political and
democratic reform that the Tunisian people accomplished with
their revolution ten years ago. Such a backward move would
deepen the country's crisis and establish a dangerous social and
political division horizontally and vertically.

The team proposes a path of transition from the crisis and
getting out that requires three main components, the first of
which is the common goal to develop and improve Tunisia's
democratic experience and freedoms. The second is to stop
targeting parties and political figures and to resort to a Tunisian
dialogue table in which all Tunisians participate. The third is to
restore the elected Parliament to approve the Amending of the
necessary laws to develop political life and reach compromises
regarding the required amendments to the 2014 constitution,
especially concerning the powers of the President, the
government, and Parliament.

Finally, it includes postponing the elections until the year
2023. As a result, the polls are to be considered early for both the
Parliament and the President.

The team proposes an integrated path to get out of the crisis
based on these elements, such as initiating a comprehensive
national dialogue to assess the situation, arriving at a temporal
vision with a democratic content to restore matters to their
constitutional normal, dismantling the causes and factors of an
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actual dispute between the three ruling authorities, and
neutralizing the army and security institution from political
debates. In addition, they assumed to stop the interference of
some regional and international players in Tunisia's internal
affairs. Moreover, they suggested forming a transitional
government whose mission is to manage the economic situation,
prevent it from collapsing, and lead the country until the early
legislative and presidential elections.

The team affirms its strategic vision that Tunisia's supreme
interest is to get out of the crisis and not to be drawn into actions
and reactions among its different parties, which hinders national
consensus and understanding. The team believes that this
proposed path to end the crisis can achieve most parties' interests
if adopted comprehensively and thoughtfully by all. Hence, the
openness of the Tunisian people to each other, regardless of their
ideology, political thought, or religious spectrum simultaneously,
and the formation of a state of sober national unity to protect
Tunisia from any future tremors.
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