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Editorial
The Arab World from the Tactical Changes in 2022

To the more Significant Transformations in 2023
English Abstract

This article deals with the possible fundamental trends of the
Arab situation at the end of the year 2023 based on the various
political, economic, security, and social outcomes and outputs with
geopolitical and geostrategic dimensions. To accommodate the
changes that took place in 2022 and to present the opportunities and
challenges facing these changes and the possible phenomena and other
variables that support them during 2023. It also offers several ideas,
paths, and directions to advance better changes for the Arab world and
have a more significant share of their realization by the end of 2023.

The article deals with essential variables with which the year
2022 concluded its scene, especially concerning the crucial results of
the Arab world in the successful Qatar World Cup, which provided a
better environment for looking at the Arab factor and the international
media among hundreds of millions of people from the world. It also
deals with convening the Arab summit in Algeria as a paving step for
better Arab cooperation to face common challenges.

The article also stresses the importance of the growing spirit of
Palestinian resistance in the West Bank against the Israeli occupation.
Nevertheless, it notes with regret the decision of the Israelis to elect an
extreme right-wing government that threatens by all means of
violence and terror against the Palestinians and Arabs and their
sanctities. Furthermore, the prime minister of this government insulted
those who voted for the resolution of the United Nations General
Assembly to request the advice of the International Court of Justice
regarding the Israeli occupation of the Palestinian territories and its
consequences. Benjamin Netanyahu, the head of this government,
affirmed that this decision and what would be issued by the
International Court of Justice and all United Nations resolutions do
not bind Israel. As such, he declared "rebellious™ statements against
the law and the international community in a direct and sharp response
to Arab tendencies to normalize relations with Israel.
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The article deals with the possible fundamental trends of the Arab
situation at the end of the year 2023 in light of the changes witnessed
in the year 2022 and the other changes or transformations that the year
2023 may see. The article refers to some of these possibilities,
including a return to the philosophy of Arab solidarity at its previous
level, the increasing emphasis on the centrality of the Arab world
concerning international trade on the one hand, and regarding the
energy of various types, on the other hand, the progress towards
ending internal conflicts, and growing opportunities for transformation
towards programs and projects to finish the imbalance in political,
economic and social in some Arab countries. The article points to the
availability of preliminary opportunities to rearrange relations with
Iran based on good Islamic neighborliness on the one hand and to stop
interference in the internal affairs of all parties on the other hand. The
article mentions the broader Arab openness with Turkey and the
investment of this Arab transformation by expanding the circle of
achieving common economic interests. It expects that Arab support
for the Palestinian cause will develop in light of the possibility of
escalating confrontations with the Israeli occupation forces under the
new government of Israel.

The article confirms that the sum of these possibilities constitutes
significant Arab geopolitical transformations that may produce a
better geostrategic situation for the Arab world and provides
opportunities for calm thinking about drawing an advanced
international role and repositioning the Arabs.

The article also presents many necessary ideas, paths, and
directions to advance the aforementioned potential changes, including
continuing internal dialogues in each country to end crises and
disputes and with broad participation. Also, it affirmed the necessity
for developed strategic development thinking related to energy and
food security in the Arab world. Furthermore, it calls upon Arab
governments to carry out political, economic, and social reforms
according to the need in a way that opens popular participation in
taking responsibility for the decisions and policies it adopts. Finally,
the article calls for establishing an Arab committee to dismantle crises
and reach common denominators with general Islamic and interest
dimensions with Iran and Turkey to achieve common interests. It also
offers to agree on a unified and coherent Arab collective position
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supported by the Organization of Islamic Cooperation also in stressing
the end of the Israeli occupation of the Palestinian territories occupied
in 1967 as a condition to achieve security and stability in the region
and to emphasize support for the struggle of the Palestinian people by
all available means.

The article considers that the early years of 2023 are firmly based
on essential outputs for 2022, some of which created challenges and
problems, and most of them create opportunities and potentials, which
prompts Arab thought to start thinking about the next stage of
consensus and reconciliation. Therefore, the article calls for thinking
about devising new paths and options and shifting towards investing
in emerging or potential potentials to reach a better Arab situation of
varying strength, according to the files referred to, to open the way for
generations and youth sectors to engage in the ongoing processes in
their countries with a kind of confidence in the future.
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The Geopolitical Transformations of the Arab World in

Light of International and Regional Conflicts

Dr. Wael Shadeed

ABSTRACT

This study aims to explore the most important events in the region
and shed light on them through critical periods that constituted important
turning points on the geopolitical curve of the Arab region. The study
also aims to extrapolate the most critical geopolitical transformations of
the Arab world, whether in the regional geopolitical dimension or its
interactions with global external powers.

The study concluded that many significant geopolitical shifts have
taken place and are still occurring in the Arab region, paving the way for
fundamental changes in the geopolitical situation of the Middle East.

Keywords: geopolitical changes, armed components, external
forces, complexity, unrest, dispatched security
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The Problem of Governance of the International System
in Preventing the Spread of Crises

Dr. Mostafa Bekhouche

ABSTRACT

This study discusses the existence of a significant deficit in the
various institutions of the international system dealing with the spread
and multiplicity of international crises. To deal with them from the
angle of symptoms and results and not look for the causes and roots of
these problems. The study adopted the network analysis approach by
examining the idea of globalization itself and the logic on which it is
based, which facilitated the outbreak and spread of crises.
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The study concluded that the fragility and weakness of the governance
of the international system resulting from the chaos of the international
system, and the absence of an international authority over states that control
and regulate the behavior of states increased the spread of crises. Moreover,
it led to the complexity of managing relations between the main actors in the
international system and challenging opportunities to build new rules and
standards that regulate relations between them.

Keywords: the international system, governance, international crises,
spread of problems, crises of the global system, chaos, transition of power.
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The political scene in the Arab world

Key features and possible scenarios

Dr. Nasser Al-Taweel
ABSTRACT

The political scene in the Arab world is dominated by turbulence of
multiple dimensions. The political scene includes civil wars and living in a state
of relative stability with internal political, economic, and social challenges in
light of the continuous erosion of the legitimacy of ruling elites. The reasons
behind the formation of the scene lie in many influential factors. The factors
vary from the economic and social rights of citizens to tremendous pressures
from the regional environment and, to a greater extent, from the rapid
developments on the international scene regarding the possibilities of reshaping
the balance of power, polarization, and multiple prospected crises in food,
energy, and inflation.

This analysis describes the features of the Arab political scene and the
possible scenarios of the situation in the region based on several factors. The
top of these factors are wars and internal conflicts, expected trends in the
relationship between the ruling Arab regimes and their peoples, developments
in the relations of some Arab countries with regional and international powers,
and the repercussions of international conflicts and wars.

The analysis showed the predominance of turbulence in the Arab political
scene, with a relative improvement in official Arab-Arab relations, and a
stalemate in the map of armed conflicts in several Arab countries, as a prelude
to temporary political settlements or a decline in a new conflict trend.

The analysis indicated three possible scenarios in the Arab region: the first
scenario, which judges the continuation of the current situation (the directional
scenario), with its general indicators currently available. These indicators are based
on a dual process between the continuation of divisions and conflicts in exchange
for the relative improvement in Arab-Arab relations. The second scenario is a
partial breakthrough. This scenario expects positive developments in the Arab
region, which will create a partial general breakthrough in the Arab world, adding
up the possibility of extending a new war between the Palestinian resistance forces
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in the Gaza Strip and the Israeli occupation army. Furthermore, the third scenario
perpetuates the weakness by exacerbating internal conflicts in some Arab countries
and increasing internal tensions in others.

In the end, and light of the available indicators, the directional scenario is
the most likely unless dramatic shifts occur. The possible changes include the
spread of international conflicts over the balance of power in the world, the
expansion of the Ukrainian war to other regions in Europe, or the outbreak of a
new regional conflict.

Keywords: The Arab world, the political scene, the Arab crises, the
energy crisis, the food crisis, the balance of power, regional relations,
international relations.
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The Palestinian Reconciliation Agreement in Algeria:
Contexts and the Lack of Mechanisms
Dr. Ayman Youssef
ABSTRACT

This strategic analysis aims to shed research and analytical light on the
Palestinian reunification agreement in Algeria in Palestinian, Algerian,
regional, and international contexts. The agreement, with all its paths, clauses,
and efforts, can only be understood if we consider the circumstances associated
with the timing. The interests of the regional players also were considered. The
analysis explores the chances of success and failure in light of the state of
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Palestinian political division, the persistence of the partisan crisis, and the
polarization. The Algerian initiative was an extension of many previous
initiatives. However, it differed in terms of circumstances, contexts, desires,
and possibilities of success in the light of variables associated with the
Palestinians, Israel, and the Arab situation.

This strategic analysis relied on re-reading the overall picture of
Palestinian reconciliation after many initiatives and failed attempts to reconcile
the parties since 2007. The analysis concluded that the Algerian initiative was
similar to its predecessors in broad lines, despite the different circumstances.
However, it also recommended the importance of having an alternative plan in
the event of failure of implementation.

Keywords: reunion agreement, Palestinian reconciliation, Algerian
agreement, Palestinian division, Algerian mediation.

Skl bl AU (3 g2 Alass Bhadly ol LBV dp8 c IS
J& @jb) 3\.3.«.3.131 C)\Jyd‘.» & QU&LJJ\ (S d\.fj ‘ww\j WU 2\_3_(:“)\ Q\g);‘.wl\ s
@il O an b ClaiaVly claeeaV) alepe cdss AU ods OF gdyy elge 4
F e Jolad) ahans L ctagile dl 2aglaie 2006 ol (3 51 dny 23l SLssY)
) B Sy afy Al i) 2l Lud e ey ol ol 2y
Olpiiey b b (3 Losas il s dbaddl dmdgll e dukid) lbliny 6T,
llly olsVly slall (Ut 3 "Reconciliation” qalhw.s ablall aas,
iy ekl 3Gy 3l bl Badz sl U cilolszay alelS aasy Ban canll
Akl aoilgy a2 ai b drg ¥ ALl SOy @l ol sl Lo
Syl plaY wdy ) gd BT s dae @6 J) Jsopll e b ol el
L) Landsy Lol S aiae Slgite jepd def sl Alel Lgelias |

1 Ayman Yousef & Sezai Ozcelik. reconciliation and peace building
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Arab politics, international contexts, and Palestine

Dr. Khairy Omar
ABSTRACT

During the past decade (2011-2021), the Arab region has undergone rapid
changes, which resulted in crises among Arab countries, preoccupation with
their internal issues, and differences in visions towards regional issues. In
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addition, the United States' attempt to bypass the "deal of the century
"contributed to the decline of the Palestinian issue on regional priorities and the
emergence of the normalization process of some Arab countries with Israel.

The Arab Summit meeting held in Algiers in early November 2022 sought
settlements to the problems of governance and instability in some countries,
which indicates the high level of response to potential challenges, and the
ability to address contentious issues, whether related to the situation in Libya
and Syria or Bilateral relations.

The analysis explores opportunities for transformation in Arab policies
regarding joint action on the one hand and in Arab politics and position to
support the struggle of the Palestinian people and their cause on the other hand.
It addresses several axes, including Arab crises and regional support, the Arab
summit in Algeria and regional rapprochement, the external factor, and Israel. It
also includes the constraints and challenges of rapprochement, future trends for
the Arab political scene and policies, and the Palestinian cause.

In the end, the analysis found that the contexts of the Arab summit,
reconsidering the centrality of the Palestinian issue, could establish the return of
the Palestinian people's cause and struggle to the Arab and international
agenda. Likewise, the contexts of Arab-Arab rapprochement for flexible
relations in dealing with international and regional changes appeared in the
preliminary discussions on the summit statement, where it lies. The challenge is
reaching a common understanding when dealing with international polarization
attempts towards global issues such as the Russian-Ukrainian war.

Keywords: The Arab region, Arab disputes, standard Arab policies, Arab
summit, reunification summit, Arab issues, problems of the Arab region.
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The Maritime Demarcation agreement between Lebanon
and Israel

Dr. Muhammad Musa
ABSTRACT

The report discusses the maritime border demarcation agreement signed
between Lebanon on October 27, 2022. The agreement was framed within the
de facto policy that Israel has occupied Palestinian and Lebanese land and coast
in the Mediterranean.

Many factors have contributed to achieving the drafting of a maritime
demarcation agreement between Lebanon and Israel under US auspices. These
factors include the Global geopolitical shifts, the political and economic
repercussions of the "Russian-Ukrainian™ war on the region and the world, and
the emergence of large quantities of gas in the eastern Mediterranean basin.

Nether less, the main challenge lies in respect of the two sides for the
demarcation, which was limited to the maritime points.The threats come from
amid questions about the Palestinian legal rights and the steadfastness of the
agreement in light of the new Israeli government with extreme right-wing
tendencies headed by Benjamin Netanyahu. Moreover, still have questions
regarding some legal and constitutional loopholes on the Lebanese side.

The ambiguous points arising from the agreement will appear during the
land demarcation negotiations. The demarcation negotiations began with
American orientations after the Lebanese negotiator and the Israeli negotiator
crossed some zigzag lines that extended from the “floating line" to the "Takelit
Rock." Israel demands that it be granted all the marine spaces granted to the
islands from its territorial waters in light of the need for everyone to agree on
the borders due to local considerations. Which it might be called a "need
agreement."

In terms of gains, the report revealed that the Israeli side had achieved
multiple goals from the agreement, according to which it obtained implicit
Lebanese recognition of its legitimacy and maritime borders. Also, it will reap
many economic benefits from exporting the extracted gas to Europe.

Concerning the Lebanese side, it has reaped several gains, represented in
the availability of a potential opportunity to support the Lebanese economy and
the possibility of stopping the series of severe economic crises from which the
country has been suffering since 2019.

The report concluded that completing the current demarcation may open
prospects for the demarcation of the maritime borders between Lebanon and
the (Roman) Republic of Cyprus. However, it also would raise questions about
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the extent of the impact of this step on Lebanon's relationship with the Turkish
state of Cyprus and the Turkish Republic, which has historical relations with
Lebanon. On the other hand, it is also possible that the success of the
demarcation agreement constitutes a step toward negotiations on the
demarcation of the "Syrian-Lebanese" border under Russian auspices in terms
of demarcation, excavation, exploration, extraction, and marketing when
regional and international conditions mature enough.
Keywords: maritime demarcation, Lebanon, Israel, the need agreement,
Mediterranean gas, the eastern Mediterranean.
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A Review of the Arab Summit in Algeria 2022

"The Arab Inclusion Summit™

Dr. Samia Gharbi
ABSTRACT

The new international order imposes bloc and cooperation due to the rapid
developments and changes in the international arena. It could reshape the
balance of power. Arabs must have their share in the new transformations
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because of its possible collective gains in favor of the causes of the Arab nation.
In this context, reunification through several historic decisions has crystallized
in the meetings of the Arab summits.

The analysis identifies the frameworks to draw a roadmap for Arab
relations. It includes various outstanding issues that have prevailed since the
previous Arab summit meetings. First, it started to reassure the Arab obligation
to the Palestinian cause as the major Arab cause. Also, it considered the food
security strategy in the Arab region. Finally, it ended with an Agreement on
doubling efforts to embody the Arab integration project, according to a
comprehensive vision that guarantees the optimal exploitation of the
foundations of Arab economies and the valuable opportunities they offer.

The analysis, in the end, explored the desire for an Agreement between
Arab regimes, which is considered an incentive to proceed with joint Arab
action and to strengthen Arab-Arab internal relations. The summit's
communique demanded the withdrawal of the Israeli occupation forces from
the Arab territories occupied on 4 June 1967. It affirms its determination to
establishment of an independent Palestinian state with Jerusalem as its capital.

Keywords: Arab Summit, League of Arab States, Arabs, Algeria Summit,
the Palestinian cause.
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Indications of the Results of the Israeli Elections,

November 2022 and its VVarious Repercussions

Dr. Imad Abu Awwad
ABSTRACT

The report discusses the general indications of the right camp's victory
supporting the return of former Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu in
the Israeli Knesset elections in early November 2022. It stresses the
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repercussions of this victory on the various files in the political arena, whether
internally or at the level of the relationship with the Palestinians in the three
arenas, the West Bank, the Gaza Strip, and the territories occupied in 1948.

The report considered that the results of the elections showed the
division of Israeli society into three streams: the secular stream, the religious
settlers stream, and the ultra-Orthodox stream.

The report suggested that the next Israeli government would continue to
implement policies of harassing Arabs in Israel, continuing displacement
policies in the Negev, tolerating following up on crimes, and facilitating their
occurrence within the Arab community. It is also to expand settlement activity
and annexation of Palestinian private lands in the West Bank and expect the
continuation of the blockade policy and rough dealings with the Gaza Strip.

The report concluded that fundamental changes in Israeli foreign policy
towards the Arab region, the Middle East, and the world are excluded. Instead,
those changes were limited to Israeli internal affairs and the relationship of the
official Israeli authorities with the American Jews of the United States.

Keywords: Israeli election results, the Israeli right, the Knesset, Israeli
society, currents in Israeli society, Israeli right-wing government.
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The Repercussions of Chinese-American Tension on the
Middle East
Dr. Wang Guangda
ABSTRACT

This paper deals with the growing tension in Sino-American relations and

its repercussions on Arab-Chinese relations. The paper assumes that the Arab
countries have resisted the pressures exerted against their relations with China.
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As a result, they have achieved a reasonable balance in their relations with the
United States and other major powers.

The paper indicated that the Chinese-American tension would continue.
Therefore, American pressure will continue on the Middle Eastern and other
developing countries to curtail their relations with China. Moreover, the United
States partners in the Middle East have realized the significant changes in the
international political scene and the shifts in the policies of the United States.
As a result, they adopted new diversifying foreign policy options, especially the
Arab Gulf states.

The paper showed that Chinese-Arab relations had reached an advanced
stage of strength, linking economic, commercial, political, cultural, and popular
interests and transferring relations to the stage of strategic cooperation
partnership. Moreover, the level of these relations may soon be upgraded to the
stage of comprehensive strategic partnership after the mutual summit in Riyadh
on 9/12/2022.

The paper concluded that Chinese-Arab relations had reached an advanced
level of overlap. However, such overlapping does not prejudice these essential
and mutually beneficial relations.

Keywords: Chinese-American tension, US-Chinese relations, Arab-
Chinese relations, South China Sea, repercussions of Chinese-American
tension, Middle East.
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